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ever, this was not all, King Gridelin insisted that the affairs of the
kingdom should he explained to her, and that she should attend all
the councils and give her opinion upon the matter in hand whenever
ii was asked of her, and this made her life such a burden to her
that she implored Lolotte to take her away from a country where
too much was required of an unhappy Princess.

The Fairy refused at first with a great show of firmness, hut
who could resist the tears and entreaties of anyone so pretty as
Placida ? It came to this in the end, that she transported the
Princess just as she was, cosily tucked up upon her favourite couch,
to her own Grotto, and this new disappearance left all the people

In despair, and Gridelin went about looking more distracted than
ever. But now let us return to Prince Vivien, and see what his
restless spirit has brought him to. Though Placida's kingdom was
a large one, his horse had carried him gallantly to the limit of it,
but it could go no farther, and the Prince was obliged to dismount
and continue his journey on foot, though this slow mode of progress
tired his patience severely.

After what seemed to him a very long time, he found himself all
alone in a vast forest, so dark and gloomy that he secretly shud-
dered ; however, he chose the most promising looking path he
could find, and marched along it courageously at his best speed, but